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This report provides some background information to
biodiversity conservation, an overview of the Biodiversity
Index tool, and the results of the biodiversity assessment
you conducted.

Loss of animals, plants and other organisms is one of the
world's most pressing crises. For example, it is estimated
that over 20% of the approximately 10,000 species of
birds are threatened with extinction, with 130 species
having gone extinct since the Sixteenth Century. In the
UK, the condition of many habitats has declined over the
last 200 years, resulting in the extinction of approximately
500 plant and animal species in England alone.

The Main Factors Driving This Loss Of
Biodiversity Are:

Changes to habitats caused by agricultural and
urban development

Invasive alien species out-competing native
species

Over-exploitation of natural resources
Pollution
Diseases

Climate change

Efforts to conserve and enhance biodiversity have been
ongoing for decades. However it was when the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) became a
legally binding treaty in 1993 that national strategies were
developed to facilitate the conservation and sustainable
use of the living environment around us, including plants,
animals and their habitats. National Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plans are the key instruments used
to implement the CBD. The UK's Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP) plan defines which species and habitats are
considered priorities for conservation. The ongoing
delivery of the UKBAP has been monitored using
established indicators to assess its success in conservation
of plants and animals and mitigation of the impacts of
climate change detailed in the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment.
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This Biodiversity Indextool is designed to help a range of
organisations manage the biodiversity on the land around
their site. The tool is comprised of a practical method to
assess the natural environment at an urban location;
information on why biodiversity is important; how to
report it; and how to manage it.

There are well established ecological survey methods
already used by professional ecologists. These types of
survey provide a detailed picture of the habitats and
species present on a site and are often a requirement for
processes such as development and planning. The
Biodiversity Index provides a general assessment tool for
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The Biodiversity Index Provides:

Broad scale assessment and monitoring of
biodiversity at a site level

Interpretation of the natural environment and
presentation of information relating to the sites
habitats

Information to help develop a formal biodiversity
management process, such as a company-wide
Biodiversity Action Plan

Help in identifying a range of simple activities to
benefit biodiversity that can be carried out in the
work place

Information to help measure the performance of
an action plan

Legal Compliance

Legal protection of habitats and species is embodied in the
1979 Birds Directive, the 1992 Habitats Directive and
water management legislation, all of which focus on
prevention of damage or destruction to animals and their
habitats. There is little legislation to actually promote
biodiversity, although public bodies have a "biodiversity
duty™ and should pay regard to the Natural Environment
and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. The Act
encourages organisations to engage in the conservation of
biodiversity, for example in the management of the land
surrounding their offices, particularly ponds and
hedgerows.

Corporate Social Responsibility

Organisations and businesses are increasingly expected to
integrate biodiversity into their CSR strategies.
Employees, customers and communities are all
stakeholders in the natural environment and therefore
organisations that engage with biodiversity issues appeal
to a broader spectrum of people.

Environmental Management Systems

Many businesses and organisations require environmental
standards through the supply chain to both manage risks
and secure natural infrastructure. The supply chain is
expected to measure and manage their impacts on the
natural environment, including biodiversity.
Environmental reporting has to demonstrate improved
biodiversity management.
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What Can Business And Organisations
Do With The Biodiversity Index?

by surveying
the site to identify existing wildlife value

by
creating site management plans, incorporating the
Biodiversity Index results, using it to identify
habitats that can be protected, enhanced or
created

for the
company or organisation detailing the aims,
objectives, site management plan and external
activities

Use notice boards and newsletters
to raise awareness. Identify a Biodiversity
Champion, encourage team work and involvement
with a biodiversity action plan and promote
participating in activities outside the office.
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Here is a summary of your
results based on the information

you entered.
Biodiversity Index Score

The Biodiversity Index score provides a numerical value
to indicate the diversity of habitats on your site, by
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Biodiversity Index Calculations

The Biodiversity Index score is a snapshot of the natural environment at a specific location (and a specific point in time)
and can be used as a benchmark to monitor and manage biodiversity improvement. Currently there is no benchmark for
what a "good" score is but as the tool gets used and scores are registered we can build up benchmark data for different
types of sites and sectors. In the meantime the aim is to increase the score because the more diverse the habitats are, the
higher the number will be.
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Average Patch Size

Average patch size allows land managers to determine the most dominant habitats of the estate across several survey
areas. It may also help identify habitats that are made up of very small patches across a site as these tend to be more
prone to damage or loss. Consider joining them together to make them larger.

L

Average Habitat Area Patch Size
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Rows Of Trees
Row of trees (not within a hedgerow)
% of Total Area:

Habitat Size:
Number of Forms:
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When planting always try to use native species

Add artificial habitats such as bird and bat boxes to trees. More than 60 species of birds will use bird boxes and bat
boxes are used by 11 species of bat for roosting, hibernating and breeding

Advice for birds: http://www.rspb.org.uk/advice/helpingbirds/nestboxes/index.aspx

Advice for bats: http://www.bats.org.uk/publications.php

pdfcrowd.com


http://www.northampton.ac.uk/
http://www.bats.org.uk/publications.php
http://www.rspb.org.uk/advice/helpingbirds/nestboxes/index.aspx
http://pdfcrowd.com

Hedges And Shrubbery

Shrubs in linear arrangement that may have
standard trees interspersed along it

% of Total Area:
Habitat Size:
Number of Forms:
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Add native species that produce fruit and berries right through winter such as hawthorn, crab apple and guilder
rose. These provide a valuable food source for birds and mammals.

Try and connect hedgerows to create corridors for animals to move along.
If possible trim every 2-3 years only and do so in a varied rotation encouraging multiple ages of trimming
Allow hedgerow trees to grow out of the hedge by selecting individual stems to grow out of the top of the hedge

Advice on hedgerows: http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/hedgerow-management.htm#Hedge_planting_6
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The Conservation Volunteers
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The Biodiversity Index is a newly developed tool and we
would appreciate feedback regarding its use. If you have
used it please take some time to fill out the feedback form

(this is found on the results page) so we can improve the
Index in the future.

The Biodiversity Indextool has been developed by The
University of Northampton as part of the SEED
sustainability project
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